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There is much in this book that can be newsworthy, that with publisher effort 
^ would be, at the very least, worthy of mention. What- liefer to has a much greater 
potential and in the competitive situation of a press conference could make sensational 
headlines. But it was with no need at all, with normal editing nor its purpose, played 
down considerably and much of the point that could/tyake such hadlines edited out. 

I understated it r(eough, probably too much, not tc^ensationalize. But what I wrote 
is more easily taken with what the rest of this chajbtdr says and documents^ isr that 
thd President, the deputy attorney general and the head of the FBI conspired not to 
investigate that most subservive of crimes by which the new President became President, 
raising quesions of the legjAmx cay of Ids presidency* 


Although a bit understated, as I wrote the book it says thi^u . That means, absent 
any publisher effort to get news attention for it, I could make that effort, arid I 
have some means in mind, did when I wrote it* 

/ 

But as edited, and I do not believe the word applies to changes like this, it 
is not in the book and I would be saying it, not the book. That is not the way to 
promote the book and this kind of n^n-editing change also is not the way to promote the 
book and the legitimate news in it. 

This is, after all, son;. thing without any precedent at all in our history, and 

. f i ' y JT~i- J ’ / / 

that pugiji not be downplayed as the editor did it. & Yft'h uua/>A' at* a j* * l 



There is ample space on tfeHxnsack page 24, the last page of this chapter, for what 
I wrote to be used as I wrote it and I do ask that this be doo^. 

For your convenience I have copied what I wrote and how it was rewritten on a single 
sheet so ypu can compare them. 

As 1 belief the text says, after I got this Katzenbach memo from the DJ it was 
later disclosed by the FBI and was mentioned. But when and how it all got 


started, that it was as SBEhsa soon us the deputy attorney general of the United States - 
placed in that high office the assassinated President - iasw-that these- would be 
no trial tim lie cause Oswald had been murdered, has never been reported. Nor has it 



u n tL£~£. 


ever been reported that the head of the FBI, who hated the President and his bother, 
the attorney general (in theory at least the boss of the head of the FBI) joined in this 
conspiracy immediately. Nor that the new President sanctified it when 'at the first 


possible ssssm moment he was made aware of it. Nor that the agency for his being mdde 


aware of it and thus a party to it was the since famous public personality, then the, 
net? President’s assistant, who is now a top BBC-TV news 


3 public personality, then the j 

£S Pt t[ dftytt'-C a efi'- 
» s commen^atori/u. 4H\U- fin LfynMUt* 


Moreover, and I did not use tills in the book because it was not possible for me 
to state the time, the very idea may well have originated with the top White House 
Viet Nam hawk, Walt Whitman Rostov;, then a professor. 

If this were to become a news story as it developed there aeuld be this additional 
maj^r scandal. 

Aside from the fact tliat this reflects one cf the ways in whidh I did understate 
thisjjerribljc frightening and entirely unprecedented event in out* history, what should 
have scared the hell out of any caring American in the role of editor, he without any 
normal concept of editing in mind , made it as difficult as possible for the unprece- 
dented fact to be perceived- by journalists or reviewers who might read, the book and 

^ lAyiof' 

•diose attention a pjfublisher would normally draw to it; by the reader^ how might 

draw ~fche attention of others who read axj buy books to it; and in our history, which 

appears to mean much less to the sditor than it does to me. 

-Wh at I wrote / J[ 


the 


KWhat 

£h,W 

frl 

^of the FBI, written] i 


If this is not enough, is follow^by the comment of one of those conspirators, 

'the possibility that he would not control the non- 


inve ti gati on , "Certainly something sinister here." And all the top FBI echelon were 
privy to it all. 

I referred to tills "Byzantine" and that, to#, vzas edited out. Yet what on the 
,htA£ 

basis of what I (wrote and was\dited out, thereafter in the book ani not edited out is 

i 

my reference to Byzantium on the Potomac. 

I think that this non-editing that is supposed to be editing seriously undermines 
the possibilities that remain in the book. 

I send you this after reading the rest of the proofs and I note that in the same 



)a Rk-3 


sense, some what x believe is not normal editing that relates to Arlen Specter was 
also eliminated. 

Mf 

Reporters go for what has been pit together for them, what they can use withir^ 
quotation marks and attribute to a legtitimate source.With the enemies Specter made 
for himself in seeing to it that the highly respected '^hurgood Marshall wqs succeeded 
by a man not fit to stand in his shadow and the means by which he did it, by misusing 

his i>£natorial immunity to defame the woman law professor /knita hill, what relates to 

ll 

Specter /and was e ±± cut out is wliat was so easily ( at had 


specter /and was ext cut out is wiiat was so easily ( a 
Jfrt njy PlilhJ r /<* 



or the media to use* 


frankly, 1 have trouble attributing these kinds of cuts to normal editing concepts 


or intention*^., 

1 have indicate one of thoselbpecter cuts elsewhere* 

i 

Here I ask that this be restored as X wrote it* jit 
3/if ting of thypo: the slight amount of type within the 


ltd///* 

w«0? not add any pages and the 
page forms is an inconsequential 


cost 



Tills and the many ro t a l ed records have to be among the 
most unusual in our history, even lor Byzantium on the 
Potoma^c which grinds them out by the thousands daily. 

Althouyh Katzenbach employes quiet words in / an 
unsensati ona I way, wha t- he a ctu al I y urged on the President is 
th at IJ, become hj_s and na LJ.onaJ. pol l c y not to investigate the 
crime I t.sei 1 and that he appo int eminences on whose names and 
reputations he could trade to rubber stamp this deliberate 
refusal to make any real investigation _of that mo's t 
subversive of crimes in a society like ours, the 

» 

assassination of a President, a crime that nullifies, our 
entire system of self-government..* 

It reduced us politically to the status of a banana 
republic. 

It is what, any impartial examination of the now - 
voluminous official. records leaves without any question at 
all, what really did happen. 

Despite the fact that at least in history, if from 
suppressions not contemporaneously, this most Byzantine of 
schemes, in itself a de facto conspiracy, at the least raises 
substantial questions about his legitimacy, LBJ went for it. • 

Even to his appointment of what came to be known as the 
Warren Commission. 

Although Katzenbach employs quiet words in an unsensational 
way, what he actually urged on the President is that it become his 
policy and the national policy not to investigate the crime itself and 
that he appoint eminences on whose names and reputations he could 
trade to rubber-stamp this deliberate refusal to make any real 
investigation. 
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Chapter I J 


Dirty Linen 


with: 

”1 . The public must be satisfied that Oswald was 
the assassin; that he did not have confederates 
who are still at farge; and that the evidence was 
such that he would have been convicted at trial." 

The penultimate paragraph begins, "The only other step 
would be the appointment of a Presidential Commission of 
unimpeachable personnel to review and examine the evidence 
and to announce its conclusions." 

This and the many related records have to be among the 
most unusual in our history, even for Byzantium on the 
Potomajfic which grinds them out by the thousands daily. 

Although Katzenbach employes quiet words in an 
unsensationai way, what he actually urged on the President is 
tha t it become his and national policy not to investigate the 
crime itsel f and that he appoint eminences on whose names and 
reputations he could trade to rubber stamp this deliberate 
refusal to make any real investigation of that most 
subversive of crimes In a society like ours, the 
assassination of a President, a crime that nullifies our 
entire system of self-government.' 

It reduced us politically to the status of a banana 
republic. 

It is what any impartial examination of the now ~ 
voluminous^of f icial records leaves without any question at 
all, what really did happen. 
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Chapter 1 1 


Dirty Linen 


a 


Despj l;e the fact that, at ieast in history, if from 
suppressions not contemporaneous iy, this most Byzantine of 
schemes, in itself a de facto conspiracy, at the least raises 
substantial questions about his legitimacy, LBJ went for it. ■ 

Even to his appointment, of what came to be known as the 
Warren Commission. 

The FBI was so opposed to the appointment of a 
■Presidential commission, to its not having control of the 
case officially, it was paranoid in its suspicions of any LBJ 
advisers who agreed with it. 

Abe Fortas, then a prominent lawyer in private practise 
and an LBJ friend and lawyer from Johnson’s days o Capitol 
Hill and his political troubles in Texas, was later appointed 
to the Supreme Court by Johnson. 

Katzenbach's maneuvers, manipulations and other efforts 
would have made him a success under the Borgias. Machiavelli 
would have like him. 

In a November 27, 1963, memo Evans addressed to Belmont 

but was clearly intended for Hoover, Evans wrote, following, 

his reporting of some of what Katzenbach said and was up to: 

d. 

As, sidelight, Katzenbach said he had learned on an 
•1 

extremely confidential basis that Abe Fortas, the 
Washington lawyer, had been .in touch with President 
Johnson and had argued against the idea of' having a 
Presidential Commission look into the Kennedy 
assassination. Fortas argument, to Johnson was that 
for the President to announce such a commission 
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